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Teaching notes 

The activities in this resource are designed for Year 7 students to consolidate 
chronological thinking and understanding from KS2.  
 
Starter questions 

 What century are we in? 

 What is chronology?  

 What is a decade?  

 What is a century?  

 What century is 1354 in?  

 What is a millennium? 

 What does AD mean? 

 What does BC mean? 

 What does CE mean? 

 What does BCE mean? 
 
Active learning activity 

Give each student a card with date (there are 30 cards in total but it doesn’t matter if 
not all are handed out).  They are mixture of BC/AD and BCE/CE. 

Get the students to line up (snake around the room!) in chronological order.  

Challenge the students to sit down/stand up: 

 Sit down if you are not in the 2nd millennium. 

 Sit down if you are not in the 15th century. 

 Sit down if you are not in the 19th century. 

 Sit down if you are in the 21st century. 

 Sit down if you are not in the same decade as anyone else. 

 Sit down if you are not within the last 50 years in history. 

 Sit down if you have a date which is a war. 

 Sit down if you do not have a date in the last decade. 

 Sit down if you think the date you have is not historically significant. 

You can use this random class sequence as the basis of a seating plan too! 
 
Lesson development 

 Students create timeline of their life to date. 

 Students create their own family tree.  This could be done as a homework activity. 
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Date cards 
 

1066 AD 

William of Normandy won the Battle of 

Hastings. 

1914 AD 

The first World War broke out. 

1939 CE 

Hitler invaded Poland. 

2001 AD 

Terrorists flew hijacked aeroplanes into the 

World Trade Center’s twin towers. 
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1945 CE 

The second World War ended. 

1085 CE 

The first stone castles were built in 

England. 

1969 CE 

Neil Armstrong walked on the moon. 

1492 CE 

Christopher Columbus discovered America. 
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1807 CE 

The slave trade was abolished. 

2003 CE 

The US Army invaded Iraq. 

1966 CE 

England won the World Cup. 

55 BC 

Julius Caesar attempted to invade Britain. 
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1918 AD 

Women over 30 were given the vote. 

1928 CE 

Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin. 

776 BCE 

The first Olympic Games were held in 

Greece. 

1348 AD 

The Black Death (plague) swept across 

England. 
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1536 CE 

Henry VIII declared himself head of the 

Church in England. 

1916 CE 

Over one million men were killed or 

wounded in the Battle of the Somme. 

1605 CE 

Guy Fawkes plotted to blow up Parliament. 

214 BCE 

Work started on the Great Wall of China. 
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1918 CE 

World War 1 ended. 

570 AD 

The Prophet Mohammed was born at Mecca. 

1948 CE 

National Health Service (NHS) was founded. 

43 AD 

The Romans conquered southern Britain. 
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1892 AD 

Dadabhai Naoroji became the first Asian 

Member of Parliament. 

866 CE 

A Viking ‘great army’ arrived in England. 

2012 CE 

London hosted the Olympic Games. 

1776 AD 

America declared independence from British 

rule. 
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1994 AD 

South Africa ended its Apartheid regime. 

1588 AD 

The Spanish Armada was defeated. 
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A timeline of your life A timeline of your life 

Use this sheet to record all the key events in your life to date.  
You might like to include the birth of any brothers or sisters, 
holidays, moving house, changing schools or other events of 
significance to you.  

Use this sheet to record all the key events in your life to date.  
You might like to include the birth of any brothers or sisters, 
holidays, moving house, changing schools or other events of 
significance to you. 

Date Event 

  

  

 

Date Event 
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Family tree Family tree 

Your family have lived through history.  Below is a diagram of a blank 

family tree.  Using your knowledge of your family history, complete it in 

as much detail as possible.  If you know the year your parents, 

grandparents (or even great-grandparents) were born then include 

these too. 

Your family have lived through history.  Below is a diagram of a blank 

family tree.  Using your knowledge of your family history, complete it in 

as much detail as possible.  If you know the year your parents, 

grandparents (or even great-grandparents) were born then include 

these too. 

  

 


