
Objective

• To recognise the features of the Gothic genre

• To design a front cover for a Gothic novel



Progress in today’s lesson…
Group Good Progress Outstanding Progress

All

Recognise the features of the 

Gothic genre and design a front 

cover for a Gothic novel

Recognise and comment on the 

features of the Gothic genre and 

design a front cover for a Gothic 

novel

Most

Recognise and comment on the 

features of the Gothic genre 

and design a front cover for a 

Gothic novel

Recognise and comment on the 

features of the Gothic genre and 

design an appealing front cover for a 

Gothic novel

Some

Recognise and comment on the 

features of the Gothic genre 

and design an appealing front 

cover for a Gothic novel

Recognise and comment on the 

features of the Gothic genre and 

design an appealing front cover for a 

Gothic novel, which typifies that 

characteristics of the genre



Gothic

• Have you heard the word ‘Gothic’ before?

• What do you think it means?

• With a partner, see if you can come up with a  
definition

‘Gothic’ is……



Gothic

• What ideas did you come up with?

‘Gothic’ is actually a term that can be used to 
describe certain types of architecture and 

literature. It comes from the name for a group of 

people from Germany in Middle Ages, who were 

known as ‘Goths’.



The Gothic Literature Genre

The Gothic genre has been popular, at various 
times, for centuries.

On the slides that follow there are some pictures to 
help remind you of the features of Gothic literature. 

As you look at them, make a note in the back of 
your books as to what you think the typical features 
of the genre might be.













What ideas did you come up with?



Gothic Literature

• Castles

• Forests

• Graveyards

• Darkness

• Madness

• Young female in trouble

• Monsters/vampires

• Supernatural

Can you think of any 

books that are 

popular at the 

moment that could 

possibly be described 

as Gothic?



Gothic Book Covers

• We’re often told ‘Don’t judge a book by its 
cover’ but, of course, we do!

• Let’s look at four Gothic book covers and see 
how they fit into the genre and how they 

appeal to the reader. As they appear on the 

screen, fill in the chart…













Homework

• Design your own front cover for a Gothic Novel. You 
should come up with your own title.

• I am looking to see that 

(a) Your cover shows an understanding of the Gothic genre

(b) Your front cover is appealing and would make people 
want to read it

Extension work: If you wish, you can also write the blurb for 
the novel


