
 Historical Detectives 

 
To know and name the key questions to ask when doing an investigation 

 
To be able to explain what ‘inference’ means. 

 
To be able to use sources of information to draw ‘inferences’ 

Do now activity: Can you explain why a historian is like a detective? 

1) A body has just been found! What do we need to do to try to find out who it is and how they died? 

This body was found in a peat bog on Tollund Fen in Denmark in May 1950. Two men were digging peat for 

burning. As they worked they suddenly saw in the peat layer a face so fresh they thought they had come across a 

recent murder. They called the police. The men carefully removed the peat from the body till more of him could 

be seen. The man lay on his right side as if he was asleep. He wore no clothes, except for a pointed skin cap and a 

smooth hide belt. His hair was cut short. Round the neck was a rope noose and an iron neck ring. It was drawn 

tight around his neck and throat. 

Source A reconstructed rope Source B written around 97-98 A.D. by Tacitus, a Roman Source C 

Source D Also by Tacitus Source    E 

  

 

 

 

2) Who found the body? 

3) Where was the body found? 

4) What did they find on the body? 

5) What do you think killed the Tolland man?  

6) Explain in one sentence what we mean by 

‘inference’. 
7) What can we ‘infer’ from source C. Look at Source C, the 

SCIENTIFIC REPORT, and explain why it suggests that the man did not die of old age or disease? 

Source C tells us 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
This suggests that the man did not die of old age or disease because   ………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

8) How long ago do you think the body was buried and what is your evidence?  

I think the body was buried ………………………………… I believe this to be the case because …………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

 

 

 

Key Words: Can you match up the Key word with its definition??? 

 

Word Definition 

Interpretation: A guess that you make or an opinion that you form 

based on the information that you have: 

 

Coroner:   

 

The offering of something to a god 

Execution: 

 

Someone who investigates deaths 

Sacrifice: 

 

Your own explanation for something 

Inference: 

 

The act of killing someone lawfully 

 

 

Extension: Now write a report about what you think happened to the Tollund Man. Remember to use evidence to 

back up your suggestions with information from the sources.  

 


