
Year 10 & 11

Week 1
Reading for meaning



Learning Intentions:

• to understand the ways in which authors use the openings of stories 
to engage the reader

• • to understand how the conventions of literary genres may be 
evident in the story opening

• • to understand the structural features of the passage and its place in 
the structure of the whole novel

• • to make a personal response to the passage with evaluation using 
inference and analysis

• Key words: evaluation, inference and analysis



Links to Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 

Reading and Writing

• The reading material provided is from the exam board’s resource 
bank so you will be reading similar level texts in your final 
examinations so it is worthwhile you reading these texts in 
preparation.

• Key words: 

• direct speech

• Terms of endearment

• Narrative perspective 

• If you cannot remember/don’t know these terms then look them up 
please (you will remember them better if you do). 



Go to the resource named: Reading Texts 

Paper 1 and read pages 3 & 4

I’m the King of the Castle by Susan Hill (1970) – chapter 1 from 
beginning to “But he knew where to find the key.”

Susan Hill is also the author of the well known novel The Woman in 

Black which has been turned into a film and stage production, such is 
its popularity.

Search online – what else has she written? What can you find out 
about her?



Read Pages 12 and 13 

• Go back to page 4 and answer the questions based on the text you 
have just read.

• Look up any unfamiliar words if you cannot work out the meaning 
from the context (the sentence or paragraph around it).

• To answer the question about nouns/noun phrases, you may need to 
check the definitions here:

• https://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/noun_phrases_exa
mples/65/

https://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/noun_phrases_examples/65/

