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Mastering sentence 
construction.



A reminder of the fundamental 
rules of sentence construction.



What must all sentences start with? 

direct object subject

prepositioncapital letter



What must all sentences start with? 

direct object subject

prepositioncapital letter



How do you know whether a sentence 
you have written is complete? 

it contains a subject, 
object and predicate it contains a verb 

it ends with a full 
stopit makes sense



How do you know whether a sentence 
you have written is complete? 

it contains a subject, 
object and predicate it contains a verb 

it ends with a full 
stopit makes sense



What is the subject of a sentence? 

who or what the 
sentence is about

who or what the 
action is done to

the main characterthe action being 
completed
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Crafting sentence structures  
for clarity and cohesion.
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What do you notice about this description? 

I absorbed my surroundings.  The birds were 

singing.  The sky was blue.  The clouds drifted 

overhead.  Trees swayed in the breeze.  A dog 

was barking.  It was a warm afternoon. 



Why is sentence variety important?

I absorbed my surroundings.  The birds were 

singing.  The sky was blue.  The clouds drifted 

overhead.  Trees swayed in the breeze.  A dog 

was barking.  It was a warm afternoon. 



Pause the video to complete your task

Re-start once you’re done

Why is sentence variety important? 

Using a variety of sentence 
lengths and structures in your 
writing helps to...



Pause the video to complete your task

Re-start once you’re done

Why is sentence variety important? 

Using a variety of sentence 
lengths and structures in your 
writing helps to engage your 
reader and craft your ideas 
while embedding greater 
detail.



Crafting sentence structures  
for clarity and cohesion.



A simple sentence contains one 
main clause.



Compound sentences contain 
more than one main clause and 
they are joined by a 
conjunction (or semicolon). 



Compound sentences are 
joined either by a semicolon or  
by one of the coordinating 
conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, 
or, yet, so. 



A complex sentence, as you may be 
aware,  contains at least one 
subordinate clause. 



A fragment.  Looks like a sentence. 
Sounds like a sentence.  But isn’t 
quite a sentence. 



She stopped dead in her tracks.  
Silence.  Absolute silence.



Are these sentences compound, complex or simple?

1. It is never too late to master your grammar. 

2. Because it improves the clarity and quality of your writing, you 

should use a variety of sentence structures where you can. 

3. Deliberate practice and recall of core knowledge will help you 

to write more accurately so you should make a start now! 

4. Your writing communicates your opinions and ideas; your 

thoughts matter. 



Are these sentences compound, complex or simple?

1. It is never too late to master your grammar.  Simple

2. Because it improves the clarity and quality of your writing, you 

should use a variety of sentence structures where you can.  

Complex

3. Deliberate practice and recall of core knowledge will help you to 

write more accurately so you should make a start now!  Compound

4. Your writing communicates your opinions and ideas; your 

thoughts matter.  Compound
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Can you improve the sentence variety in this paragraph?

I absorbed my surroundings.  The birds were 

singing.  The sky was blue.  The clouds drifted 

overhead.  Trees swayed in the breeze.  A dog 

was barking.  It was a warm afternoon. 



Sentence variety avoids monotony. 

I absorbed my surroundings.  The birds were 

singing, the sky was blue and the clouds, white 

and wispy, drifted overhead.  In the distance, 

trees swayed in the breeze.  A dog was barking; 

short, shrill bursts of noise punctuated the 

tranquility.  It was a warm afternoon.  And 

peaceful. 
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I absorbed my surroundings. The birds were singing, 

the sky was blue and the clouds, white and wispy, 

drifted overhead. In the distance, trees swayed in the 

breeze.  A dog was barking; short, shrill bursts of noise 

punctuated the tranquility. It was a warm afternoon.

And peaceful. 



Pause the video to complete your task

Re-start once you’re done

Can you improve the sentence variety in this paragraph? 

I absorbed my surroundings.  The birds were 
singing.  The sky was blue.  The clouds drifted 
overhead.  Trees swayed in the breeze.  A dog 
was barking.  It was a warm afternoon. 



Highlight and label the different sentence forms you have 
used: simple, compound, complex or fragment.

I absorbed my surroundings. The birds were singing, 

the sky was blue and the clouds, white and wispy, 

drifted overhead. In the distance, trees swayed in the 

breeze.  A dog was barking; short, shrill bursts of noise 

punctuated the tranquility. It was a warm afternoon.

And peaceful. 
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Write your own paragraph describing this scene. 
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Self-assessment

1. Check and proofread your work for accurate 

spelling, punctuation and grammar.

2. Highlight and label the sentence types you have 

used: simple, compound, complex or fragment. 

3. Underline any descriptive imagery or effective 

vocabulary choices you think work well. 



Thank you for your focus! 


