
Questions
1. Where was William Wilberforce born? Tick one. 

   London
   Hull
   Cambridge

2. Who did he meet at Cambridge University? Tick one.

   John Newton
   Thomas Clarkson
   William Pitt

3. What did William Wilberforce believe? Tick one.

   That people should be treated equally.
   That people should be treated differently.
   That people needed slavery.

4. What words are used to mean ‘the trading of people’? Tick one.

   The slave trade
   Member of Parliament
   Evangelical

5. In what year was slavery stopped? Tick one.  
   1807

   1833
   1812
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Answers
1. Where was William Wilberforce born? Tick one. 

   London
   Hull
   Cambridge

2. Who did he meet at Cambridge University? Tick one.

   John Newton
   Thomas Clarkson
   William Pitt

3. What did William Wilberforce believe? Tick one.

   That people should be treated equally.
   That people should be treated differently.
   That people needed slavery.

4. What words are used to mean ‘the trading of people’? Tick one.

   The slave trade
   Member of Parliament
   Evangelical

5. In what year was slavery stopped? Tick one.  
   1807

   1833
   1812
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Questions
1. What is William Wilberforce famous for? Tick one. 

   Getting slavery abolished.
   His father dying when he was 8. 
   Being a Christian

2. In which year was William Wilberforce born? Tick one.

   1833
   1759
   1383

3. Why was he sent to live with his aunty in London? 
 

4. Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true and which 
sentences are false.

5. In which year was slavery abolished? 
 

William Wilberforce

Sentence True False

William went to Cambridge University when he was 19.

He believed everyone should be treated equally.

He became a member of Parliament to get rich.

Some people did not want ‘the slave trade’ to be 
stopped because it made them money.
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Answers
1. What is William Wilberforce famous for? Tick one. 

   Getting slavery abolished.
   His father dying when he was 8. 
   Being a Christian

2. In which year was William Wilberforce born? Tick one.

   1833
   1759
   1383

3. Why was he sent to live with his aunty in London? 
He was sent to live with his aunty in London because his mother was ill 
and his father had died. 

4. Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true and which 
sentences are false.

5. In which year was slavery abolished? 
Slavery was abolished in 1833.

William Wilberforce

Sentence True False

William went to Cambridge University when he was 19.

He believed everyone should be treated equally.

He became a member of Parliament to get rich.

Some people did not want ‘the slave trade’ to be 
stopped because it made them money.
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Questions
1. Where was William Wilberforce born? 

 

2. Where did William go when he was 18?

   Cambridge University
   London
   Hull

3. What is ‘the slave trade’? 
 

4. Why did some people not want the slave trade to be stopped? 
 

5. Who helped William tell people how bad the slave trade was? Tick two. 
 

  Thomas Clarkson

  William Pitt
  May

How long did William work to abolish slavery? Why do you think he did 
not give up? 
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Answers
1. Where was William Wilberforce born?  

William Wilberforce was born in Hull.

2. Where did William go when he was 18?

   Cambridge University
   London
   Hull

3. What is ‘the slave trade’? 
‘The slave trade’ is the buying and selling of people.

4. Why did some people not want the slave trade to be stopped? 
Some people did not want the slave trade to be stopped because they 
would lose money.

5. Who helped William tell people how bad the slave trade was? Tick two. 
 

  Thomas Clarkson

  William Pitt
  May

6. How long did William work to abolish slavery? Why do you think he did 
not give up? 
William worked for 18 years to abolish slavery. Accept any response 
that suggests how important the cause was to William, such as: ‘I 
believe he did not stop fighting against the slave trade because he 
was a Christian and wanted everyone to be treated equally. He also 
knew how unfair it was for the slaves and that it was important it was 
stopped.’
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