
Stone Age to the Iron Age: The Druids
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
Understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of 
sources and that different versions of past 
events may exist, giving some reasons for 
this by understanding why some of our 
knowledge about Iron Age Druids could be 
unreliable.

I can understand how evidence about 
the Druids can give us different answers 
about the past.

I can name two of the roles of Druids in 
Iron Age tribes.

I can name an important festival in the 
Druid calendar.

I can explain why the evidence we have 
from the Romans about Iron Age Druids 
might be unreliable.

I can explain what archaeologists now 
think about the Druids.

Lesson Pack

Natural materials that can be used for 
decoration e.g. willow branches, grasses, 
berries etc.

Whiteboards

Strips of card or strong paper to use as 
a headband and a stapler/sticky tape to 
fasten the headband

Scissors

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Druids, priests, Celts, religious, sacrifices, 
tribe, festivals, cures, judge, clairvoyant, 
opinion, Romans, conquer.

Stone Age to Iron Age Timeline Ordering 
Activity Sheet - 1 per pair. 

A Guide to Being a Druid Activity Sheet   - 
1 per child as required.

A Letter from Tacitus Activity Sheet - 1 per 
child as required.

Strip of card for headband cut per child.

Prior Learning: Children will have learnt about the Stone Age to the Iron Age in lessons 1 to 5.
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Taskit

Webit: Can you complete important Iron Age tasks using the following link?

Imagineit: Can you imagine you are visitors from a foreign place, like the Romans were? Describe something familiar to us all, that 
the foreign visitor may never have seen before, or may be confused by, e.g. a roast dinner, tennis, paddling pool, Easter 
Egg hunt.

Learning Sequence

Map Skills: Look together at the map and the children discuss with a partner what it shows. They write 
down two sentences based on information shown on the map.

Who Were The Druids? Read the information on this and the following slide of the Lesson Presentation 
about who the Druids were and who could become a Druid. Allow time to explore the points on each 
slide and feedback some key facts that the children learn.

How Do We Know About Druids? Discuss how historians make judgements about life in the past. 
Can the children think about situations in real life e.g. the playground, when different people told 
different versions of the same event? 
(It is important that the children understand that the fact that the Celts did not read or write makes it 
difficult for archaeologists to know details about the Druids. Only artefacts suggest information about 
the past. Roman evidence is useful but may be biased because of the Empire’s attempts to conquer the 
Celts in Britain.) 
Look for children who are able to explain why the Romans might have felt worried about making Druids 
sound important. 

Druid Crowns: The children are going to make their own Druid crowns. Read the instructions and discuss 
why natural materials are appropriate for this task.

The children make 
their Druid crowns, 
inspired by nature.

The children make 
their Druid crowns, 
inspired by nature. 
Then the children 
complete the A Guide 
To Being A Druid 
Activity Sheet.

The children make 
their Druid crowns, 
inspired by nature. 
Then the children 
complete the A Letter 
From Tacitus Activity 
Sheet.

Timeline Ordering Activity: As a recap on the whole unit, the children take the Stone Age to Iron Age 
Timeline Ordering Activity Sheet, cut out the events and order them, using their understanding of the 
BC/AD chronology and their knowledge of the sequence of events in prehistory.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/games/ironage_life/index_embed.shtml

