
What connects these pictures?



Sources

Lesson Objective

To identify the difference between a 
primary and a secondary source.

To explain why some sources are more 
useful than others.



Sources 

Success Criteria

By the end of this lesson:

1. You will be able to define a primary 
source and a secondary source.

2. You will be able to give an example of 
each type of source.

3. You may start to consider if some sources 
are more useful than others. 



What’s just happened?

There has been a fight in the school.

It is your job to find out about the 
incident.

What 5 things do you need to know to 
make sure you can find out the truth.



Who was involved?

What happened?

Where did it happen?

When did it happen?

Why did it happen?

1. Which of these 5 questions do you 
think is the most important?

2. When finding out the information 
what do you need to think about when 
trying to get the truth?



Sources 

Primary sources

A piece of evidence that 
was created by  somebody 
directly involved in the 
event

Or

A physical piece of 
evidence that was made or 
found at the scene of an 
event. 

From the fight

This could be a video of the 
fight from somebody in the 
crowd.

It could be a ripped school 
shirt from one of the pupils 
in the fight.

It could be a text 
conversation between the 
two pupils in the build up to 
the fight. 



Sources 

Secondary sources

A piece of information 
that was created after 
the event which uses 
primary evidence to find 
out what happened.

A piece of information 
that was created after 
the event to show an 
opinion of what happened. 

From the fight

This could be a Pastoral 
Folder entry from the school 
about the pupils involved in 
the fight.

This could be a Facebook
status from one of the 
people who watch the fight.

The CCTV of the fight from 
the school. 



Task

1. Look at the sheet sort the cards into primary and 
secondary sources.

2. Number the top 2 primary and secondary sources 
in what you think are the most useful.  Explain why 
you think you think they are useful.

3. Write your definition of primary and secondary. 
(Target level 5b and above give two examples in 
your answer).

Extension activity: why is impossible to say that one 
type of source is always more useful than 
another?



1. Copy down a 5x5 grid on your wiper 
board.

2. When the next slide is on the screen 
it is your challenge to remember all 
the words and make an EXACT copy 
of the grid.

3. BUT you can only write in your book 
when my screen is blank.



Primary Secondary Newspaper

Evidence Reliable Useful

Source Photograph Who

What Where When Why 

Dates Information



Sources 

Success Criteria

Today can you

1. Give a definition of a primary source and a 
secondary source.

2. Give an example of each type of source

3. Started to consider if some sources are more 
useful than others. 


