
Learning Objective: To develop a better understanding of how to use cross-hatching 

when drawing.

Resources

Cross-Hatching 

Activity Sheet

Cross-Hatching 

Powerpoint

Success Criteria: • To explain what cross-hatching is and how to use it successfully.

• To use layers of cross-hatching when drawing the human hand.

• To apply directional line to make drawings appear 3D.

Context: This is one of the six formal elements studied in year seven. Students 

will be given the opportunity to recollect the different types of line 

used in the previous lesson. They will be introduced to the hand 

drawings of Leonardo Da Vinci and Vincent van Gogh. They will be 

shown further examples of using cross-hatching to achieve tone in a 

drawing. Their task is to show a good handle of line, directional line 

and layering line creating cross-hatching in the correct places. This is 

devised to show them that the more layers they use the darker the 

areas of their drawing will become, teaching them control through 

observation. 

Drawing is an essential skill that students need to explore, as line 

forms the basis of all artwork. Drawing using line is an essential skill 

that will be used across KS3/KS4 and beyond. 

Starter

(Dictionary Definition)

Slide 4

Students are asked to write their own dictionary definition for the word ‘Line’.

Give learners a sticky note to write down their definition, or have them write in their books.

Take answers from the class and discuss the correct answer. Some examples are on the slide. 

Main Activities

Artists Using Line and Cross-Hatching
Slide 5

Show students examples of Leonardo Da Vinci and Vincent Van Gogh’s drawings using line and cross-hatching to achieve tone.

Ask students to identify where line is being used within each image and think about how this is being achieved.
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What Is Cross-Hatching?

Slide 6

Ask for volunteers to read out the information on the slide to the class.

Can a student/s identify within the images, where cross-hatching is being used to achieve tone and detail.

Cross-Hatching

Slide 7

Resource – Activity Sheet ‘Cross-hatching Activity’

Equipment needed: Pencils, rubbers and sharpeners.

Read out the information on the slide ‘Cross-Hatching’ to the class to explain the task.

Give students the activity sheet to complete. They should work from the example drawings on the activity sheet and try to apply 

layers of line to achieve tone using cross-hatching.

It is suggested that you try the activity sheet before the lesson in order to add in any extra tips you may have experienced during 

the task. You may wish to demonstrate the activity to the group if you feel confident doing so.

There is an extension task available for those students who finish early. Students are asked to try drawing their own hands, using 

a combination of styles and levels of shading.

Plenary

Slide - What Have You Learnt Today?

Allow students at least five-ten minutes to do this. 

They can discuss answers with their partner but their final answer must be their own. 

Tell the class to be prepared to share their answers. Take responses from the class, perhaps by randomly selecting names from 

the register (no hands up). Go through the answers with the class and correct any mistakes using the power point slides as you go.


