
Learning Objective: To develop your observational drawing skills.

Success Criteria: • To be able to follow step-by-step instructions. 

• To be able to draw your own shoe from observation.

• To be able to achieve the correct shape, size and perspective when drawing still life.

Context: This is the last of seven lessons in this ‘Line’ project. 

Students will practice their observational drawing skills. They will practice with a template showing 

them how to break the shape of the shoe up into three sections. They will practice using templates 

before moving onto drawing their own shoe. 

Students can also practice using the grid technique as an extension task. 

They will evaluate the project using the questions on the worksheet. 

If this is being used as a one-off lesson, there is a ‘Top Tips’ plenary.

Line is an essential skill that students need, as line forms the basis of all artwork. Drawing using line 

is an essential skill that will be used across KS3/KS4 and beyond. 

Starter

Keyword Bingo

(Slide 2)

Resource – Formal Elements Line - Observational Drawing - Keyword Bingo Starter Activity 

Students will need a bingo card and a pen. They will need to pick 9 of the 15 keywords off slide 3 and write them randomly onto 

their bingo card.

Read out the following questions/statements to the class after explaining that they must cross off the keyword if they know it’s 

the answer to the question or statement. They will only win if they get a full house (all 9 are ticked) and have answered all the 

questions correctly. You may wish off the questions you ask them to keep track.

formal elements – What do we call this group of words, line, tone, colour, shape/form, pattern, and texture? 

line – This is a connection between two points. 

pencil – You can draw with this, it contains lead. 

pen – It can also be called a biro. 

paint – Watercolour, acrylic and oil are examples of this. 

brush – You use these to paint with. 

easel – A wooden frame that holds a canvas when painting. 

expressive line – A type of line achieved by using wavy lines, dots, zig-zags, thick and thin lines. It shows a certain type of 

mood.
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Vincent van Gogh – An artist’s name beginning with V. 

Pablo Picasso – An artist’s name beginning with P. 

mark-making – When you apply line to a page you are… 

cross-hatching – When you draw lines on top of each other in layers. 

continuous line – This one doesn’t stop! 

contour line – Also known as an outline. 

observational drawing – When you draw something that is in front of you.

Main Activities

Observational Drawing
(Slide 4)

Ask for a volunteer to read out the information about observational drawing. Ask for one learner per drawing tip to read these out. 
Feel free to add any extra tips or guidance from your own experience to this slide, every artist has different skills and limitations.

Pause for thought:

Did you do any observational drawing in primary school? 

If so what did you draw?

Grids, Guides and Shapes

(Slide 5)

Ask for several volunteers to read out the information about using grids, guidelines and shapes when drawing.

Again, discuss with the class the techniques you prefer to use when observational drawing and any tips/advice you can give them 

to help them achieve a successful drawing.

Pause for thought:

Have you ever used a grid or guidelines to help you draw? 

Have they helped?

Activity Name: 

Observational Drawing

(Slide 6)

Resource – Formal Elements Line - Observational Drawing - Guidelines and Grids Activity Sheet

Task One:

Students will need a worksheet and a pencil. 

Give students 5-10 minutes to complete this task.

They should look at the photograph of the ballet pumps and using the guidelines and the step-by-step instructions, draw what 

they see. Remind them to press lightly as they sketch. They should draw out what they see in box 3 (red lines) and then in box 

4 (pink lines).



Task Two:

Formal Elements Line - Observational Drawing - Guidelines and Grids Activity Sheet

Give students 15-20 minutes to complete this task.

Students will draw from observation on the second page of the worksheet. They should take off their own shoe and place it in 

front of them on the table. 

They should draw in guidelines for:

• The top of the shoe

• The bottom of the shoe

• Split it up into three sections, the top of the shoe, the middle and the bottom of the shoe

They should use simple, light lines to sketch out the basic shape of the shoe and then add the detail such as laces and logos.

Extension Tasks

(Slide 6)

Formal Elements Line - Observational Drawing - Guidelines and Grids Activity Sheet

Students can use page three of the worksheet to practice the grid method. They should transfer the lines from each box of the 

image into the empty grid. They must concentrate on looking at where lines start and finish to achieve the correct shape.

Plenary

What have you learnt today?

(Slide 7, 8, & 9)

Refresh the class’s memory of the success criteria. 

If this is being used as a one-off lesson students should be given a sticky note and write down the numbers 1-5 and try to come 

up with five tips they could give to someone new to observational drawing (this could also be done in books). Bring these up to 

the board and share some of the tips with the class.

Resource – Formal Elements Line - Observational Drawing - Evaluation Activity Sheet

If this lesson is being used as part of the SOW, there is an evaluation for the project. Students will need approximately 10 minutes 

to complete this worksheet. This could be started in lessons and finished at home. 

Students will consider the following questions:

1. What did you do?

2. What did you learn?

3. What did you think?

4. What went well?

5. Even better if…

6. Next time I would...


