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Formal Elements
Observational Drawing



First, you need to pick 9 of the 15 
keywords for your bingo card.

Write these down onto your card.

Listen to the questions, if the 
answer matches the keyword on 
your card, put a cross through it.

Keyword Bingo
formal elements

line

pencil

pen

paint

brush

easel

expressive line

Vincent van Gogh

Pablo Picasso

mark-making

cross-hatching

continuous line

contour line

observational drawing

You will win the game once 
you have all 9 keywords 
crossed out, shout out BINGO!



• To follow step by-step instructions. 

• To draw your own shoe from observation.

• To achieve the correct shape, size and perspective when drawing still life.

• To develop your observational drawing skills.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



Observational drawing is the foundation of art at KS3 and at GCSE. It means being 
able to draw from what you see. It is an important skill to practice and experiment 
with. The more you draw from observation, the easier it can become. Being able to 
draw what you see and record your observations and ideas is an important part of 
being an artist.

Observational Drawing

Tips to think about when drawing:

• Look at what you are drawing at least 
three times a minute.

• Empty your pockets, draw from real life!
• Don’t trace!
• Understand perspective, how objects 

appear bigger in the foreground and 
smaller in the background.

• Use grids, guidelines and basic shapes to 
achieve proportion.

• Use a light pressure to sketch.
• Use cross-hatching to create a more 

realistic object.

Pause for Thought
Did you do any 

observational drawing 
in primary school? If 

so, what did you draw?



Artists use grids, guidelines and basic block shapes to help build the structure 
and form of a drawing. This helps to achieve the correct proportion. Grids are 
helpful when drawing from a photograph.

Using Grids, Guides and Shapes

Using guidelines to plan out the size and 
shape of an object really helps to achieve the 
correct proportion. Start by splitting the 
shoes up into three sections. Marking out the 
top, middle and bottom section of the shoes.

Sketch out the basic shape 
first lightly in pencil and 
check that the object isn’t 
too long or short, too thick 
or thin before adding detail.
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Pause for Thought
Have you ever used 
a grid or guidelines 
to help you draw? 
Have they helped?



Observational Drawing
Task One

Using the step-by-step guide, draw in the rest of the 
shoe. Using pencil, remember to press lightly and keep 
looking at what you see to achieve the correct 
proportion and perspective.

Task Two

Your next task is to take off your own shoe and 
place it in front of you on the table. You should use 
the technique of splitting the shoe up into block 
shapes. Using simple, light lines to sketch out the 
basic shape of the shoe and then adding the detail 
such as laces and logos.

Extension Task
Using the step-by-step guide, draw in the rest 
of the shoe. Using pencil, remember to press 
lightly and keep looking at what you see to 
achieve the correct proportion and perspective.

Key Terms
line, observational 

drawing, shapes, grids, 
guidelines, perspective. 



• To follow step by-step instructions. 

• To draw your own shoe from observation.

• To achieve the correct shape, size and perspective when drawing still life.

• To develop your observational drawing skills.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



What Have You Learnt Today?

Can you think of five ‘Top Tips’ you would give to another student who is 
new to observational drawing?



What Have You Learnt so Far?
Project Evaluation

Now it is time to complete a project evaluation. You will carefully consider 
your answers to the following questions:

What did you do?

What did you learn?

What did you think?

What went well?

Even better if…

Next time I would...

Key Terms
line, observational 

drawing, shapes, grids, 
guidelines, perspective. 
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