
Learning Objective: To develop your drawing skills when using line. Resources

Starter Task 

'Unscramble'

Templates 'Famous 

Portraits'

Tracing paper

Felt tip pens

Masking tape

Success Criteria: • To create a layered portrait using three different coloured lines.

• To be able to draw the shape of the face and its facial features.

• To be able to independently select the 

portrait's placement at each layer.

Context: Students will be introduced to the concept of layering line to produce 

a piece of artwork. Popular artists to look at who use this technique 

successfully are:

• Jasper Johns (number sequences)

• Moisés Mahiques (Portraits)

• Michael Craig Martin (Still life)

• Debbie Smyth (Drawing with thread)

This task can be completed using the template portraits provided of 

a famous celebrity/sportsperson/actor/scientist. It is also suggested 

that you could use a picture/portrait of the student, if it is possible 

to prepare these beforehand, and print them off in A4 colour. The 

topic of this lesson could also be still life, animals, buildings, etc. The 

technique can be used for the topic/theme you are covering with your 

classes at present.

It is an essential skill that students need, as line forms the basis of all 

artwork. Drawing using line is an essential skill that will be used across 

KS3/KS4 and beyond. 

The next lesson in this series explores using expressive line based 

upon the landscapes of Vincent van Gogh.

Formal Elements of Art
Line: Layering Lines
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Starter

(Slide 2)

Resource – Starter Task ‘Unscramble’

Students will need a pencil/pen and one of the starter task ‘Unscramble’ printouts.

Students have 2-3 minutes to unscramble the keywords.

Once their time is up, answers will appear on the slide. Take answers from the class before giving out the answers, check for 

correct spellings. You may wish to reward students for full marks. 

Main Activities

Layering Line
(Slides 4-5)

Ask for a volunteer to read out the information on each slide. The images on slide 4 and 5 are examples of what they are to achieve 
during today’s lesson. 

Layering Line - Portraits

(Slide 5)

Resource – Templates ‘Famous Portraits’

Using slide 6 as a step-by-step example give the class approximate timings for each step. I suggest 10 minutes for each layer of 

colour. It is always recommended that the teacher have a go at the task and demonstrate to the class how to achieve layered line 

using their own examples. 

Each student needs one piece of A4 tracing paper, three fine felt tip pens (one being black), a piece of masking tape and their 

chosen A4 image.

As an extension to this task students could:

• Add a fourth layer of colour

• Add further detail to each layer

• Colour in chosen areas in solid felt tip pen (eyes, lips, small sections of shadow)

For students who are less able, more simple materials can be used for them to trace (i.e. numbers, shapes, simple objects).

Plenary

Peer Assessment

(Slide 7-8)

Once students have handed in all resources and activity sheets ask them to swap final pieces and peer assess each other’s work. 

They will need a sticky note and a pen each to record their answers.

Remind students of the objective and success criteria. You could ask them for the objective and criteria before displaying slide 7.

Now explain that they need to use the four questions to think about ‘what went well’ when considering the lesson's success criteria. 

They should then give their partner one thing they can do to improve their work. There are some examples on the slide to get them 

thinking about constructive feedback.

This could then be set as home learning.


