
Learning Objective: To understand how to use continuous line.

Success Criteria: • To apply the use of continuous line.

• To demonstrate shaping wire to create facial features in a Cubist style.

• To work as part of a group.

Context: Students will be introduced to the work of continuous line artists and develop an understanding of 
its meaning. They will use the work of Pablo Picasso as a starting point for Cubist-inspired wirework. 
This lesson allows students to work as a team to create a collective piece of artwork. They will 
evaluate their work and the skills they have used this lesson.

The teacher will need a pair of wire cutters or a strong pair of paper scissors to cut the gardening 
wire needed into 1-metre lengths. A very soft, flexible wire, such as gardening wire from a popular DIY 
store in a 30m role is suggested. You can also choose to photograph the completed wirework Cubist 
faces, so you may wish to have a camera ready to capture students’ completed work.

Line drawing is an essential skill that students need, as line forms the basis of all artwork. Drawing 
using line is an essential skill that will be used across KS3/KS4 and beyond. 

The next lesson in this series is developing students cross hatching skills, a skill used to apply line 
and tone, creating a realistic effect when drawing.

Starter
Mystery Art
(Slide 2)

Students will need a pencil and a piece of paper. 

Teachers will need to prepare a small bag with an object inside for each student or pair of students. (Black doggie bags with a 
small objects inside, such as small children’s toys, work well.)

Students have two minutes to draw what is inside the bag without looking. They cannot take their pencil off the paper. It helps to 
secure the paper to the table with a small piece of masking tape first.

After the two minutes is up, they should hold up their drawing to the object inside the bag. The results are always very interesting!

Give them time to think about the question ‘Why do you think we performed this task today?’ whilst they hand in their bags.

Take a few suggestions.

KS3 and 4 Template
Teaching Ideas

Photo courtesy of Almost Engineers (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Main Activities
What is Continuous Line?
(Slides 4-5)

Ask for a volunteer to read out the information on each slide. Allow students time to think about the following questions, taking 
answers as you go. 
 
What might be easy about this technique?

What might be challenging?

What do you think of these paintings?

What do you think the artist wants you to think of his work?

Wire Work
(Slide 6-7)

Formal Elements Line - Continuous Line - Cubist Facial Features Template

Formal Elements Line - Continuous Line - Evaluation Activity Sheet

Equipment needed:

(Create a pack for each group of four students)

• 5 templates – two eyes, an ear, mouth and nose.

• Coloured paper

• 5 pieces of garden wire 1 metre long each

• Masking tape

• Camera

Show students the example images on slide 6. 

It is advised that you practise a wirework facial feature before the lesson and demonstrate how to create this in front of the class.

Using slide 7 to explain the task to the class, ask each group to collect a pack that contains their templates, wire and coloured 
paper.

Explain health and safety rules when using wire.

Allow each student to have a go at rearranging the completed wirework when photographing the completed pieces.

Continuous Line – Evaluation
(Slide 8)

Once they have completed the wirework task and had their work photographed, they should collect an evaluation sheet to 
complete.



Plenary
What have you learnt today?
Once students have handed in all resources and activity sheets, ask them to think about this question:

Can you give me five keywords to describe your artwork this lesson?

Teacher to take answers from several learners, no hands up, or this might be written down to aid future learning. 


