
Learning Objective: To understand how to use expressive line in the style of Vincent 

van Gogh.

Resources

Lesson Pack

Watercolour/Cartridge paper

Paintbrushes

Watercolour paints

Water pots

Paper towels

Success Criteria: • To experiment with a variety of lines, dots and swirls when 

painting with watercolours.

• To reflect on personal work and the work of others, providing 

positive, constructive feedback.

• To apply artistic techniques to imitate the style of Vincent van 

Gogh.

Context: This is one of the six formal elements studied in year 7. Students 

will identify expressive line within the artwork of Vincent van Gogh. 

They will produce a landscape study based upon the work of Vincent 

van Gogh. Students could take photographs or their surroundings/

home/school in preparation for this lesson, and use a chosen image 

to draw and paint from.

There is a helpful activity sheet to accompany the lesson to support 

progress and keep students on track with lessons tasks. 

Resource – Formal Elements - Expressive Line - Activity Sheet

There is also an A4 template for less able/less confident students, 

they could use it to either draw from or this could be photocopied 

onto watercolour/cartridge paper to build their confidence. 

Resource - Formal Elements - Expressive Line - Template

Using line is an essential skill that students need, as line forms the 

basis of all artwork. Drawing using line is an essential skill that will 

be used across KS3/KS4 and beyond. 

The next lesson in this series is drawing natural form.

 

Formal Elements of Art
Expressive Line



Starter

Emotion in Line

(Slide 3)

Show students the image of different types of line used to express emotion.

Ask students if they can think of the adjectives they could use for each type of line.

Nervous  Graceful

Angry  Confident

Happy  Hesitant

Excited  Joyful 

Calm  Free 

Dancing  Quiet

Main Activities

Vincent van Gogh
(Slides 4-6)

Using the next three slides, ask students to read out the information on the slides about Vincent van Gogh, stopping between each 
slide to take any comments of questions for students. There are several prompt questions asking students to think about the artwork 
and how the artist uses line, mood and emotion.

Experimenting with Line

(Slides 7-8)

See lesson resources. Students will need two pieces of paper each, depending upon the skill level/pace of your students please 

select either A5 or A4 paper for the next two activities.

(Slide 7)

Read out the task introduction on slide 7 ‘Expressive Line’ to the class. This is a good opportunity to show students an example 

of the next task. (If there has been an opportunity for the teacher to practice this beforehand.)

(Slide 8)

Provide students with the activity sheets for the next two tasks.

Use several class monitors to hand out activity sheets, paper, paintbrushes, water pots and paints.

You may wish to take the students through a short demonstration of how to hold the paintbrush and how to mix the paint with 

water to achieve different tones of blue.

• Hold the paintbrush like a pencil for more controlled mark making;

• Holding the paintbrush nearer the top end of the brush allows for loose, fluid mark making;

• When painting, the more water you have on your brush when mixing the lighter the tone of paint;

• Use a paper towel to dry the brush between sections allow more control over the mixing of colour and tone.

Allow students 2 minutes to fill their paper with a variety of dots, line and mark making with the paintbrush. Using a timer stop the 

class and get them to swap places with the person next to them. (It can be easier to move students than wet paintwork.)



What went well? Even better if…

(Slide 9)

Now it is time for students to look at each other’s work and provide their partner with positive constructive feedback. They should 

consider the questions and example answers on the slide, they are also on the activity sheet provided.

Abstract Landscapes

(Slide 11)

Gather students together and take several responses about the task they have completed. Positives, negatives and anything they 

have learnt that they think may be useful in the next task. Asking why they think they did this task first? Why was it important 

to do this?

Explain to students that they will now look at the image of Van Gogh’s work (or their own photograph/image of a landscape) and 

use a variety of expressive lines to create their own landscape study in the style of the artist.

They can use the line drawing (on the second page of the activity sheet) as a guide to drawing out their landscape in pencil first. 

They should do this very lightly. There is also an A4 template that can be used for less/able/less confident students.

Template – ‘Formal Elements - Expressive Line - Template’

It would be extremely helpful to students if you were to demonstrate drawing the landscape lightly in pencil and showing them 

how to paint in the lighter sections of line first and build to darker colours.

They should:

• Use a variety of different types of line, dots, thicknesses

• Use a variety of different tones by mixing different strengths of paint adding water

• Try to use the correct perspective and proportion of trees, buildings, objects within the image

Extension Task

Students could quickly sketch the landscape outside of their classroom window (or use the existing image) and then bring it back 

to their desk and use expressive line and mark making using paint in a different colour other than blue. They could choose their 

colour based upon the mood and emotion they would like to convey.

Plenary

What Have You Learnt Today?

(Slide 13)

Once tidy, gather students around with their artwork and discuss the progress they have made. Using the questions on the slide, 

allow student time to consider their answers and discuss the outcomes as a class.

Praise learners who have been successful in meeting the success criteria.


