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Vincent van Gogh Expressive Line
Task One – Experimenting with Line
Your first task this lesson is to practice and experiment with 
different types of expressive line using watercolour paints on 
an A5 piece of water colour or cartridge paper. You need to 
practice with a variety of dots, lines and mixing/blending of 
colour and tone. Looking at Van Gogh’s style, you should try 
to mimic the swirls, curves and wavy lines he uses in his work 
to show the shape and form of the buildings, trees and sky. 

Task Two – Pause and Reflect
Now it is time to look at another student’s experimental work and 
provide them with positive, constructive feedback. Swap places with 
the person next to you and look at each other’s work. Consider the 
questions below and then discuss each other’s work.

Equipment Needed:
• Watercolour/

cartridge paper

• Water colour paints

• Paintbrushes

• Water pots

• Paper towels

• Newspaper

• Pencil, rubber, 
sharpener

What went well?
• Did they use a variety of lines, dots, swirls, curves and blending?

• Have they experimented with different thicknesses of line?

• Have they mixed their water colour with water to create light, medium and dark tones? 

Now think about one thing that they could do to improve their work.
Some examples…

• You could try to use thinner/thicker lines;

• You could now experiment with dots/curves/swirls/blending/etc.;

• You could try mixing your paint with water to create different tones of your chosen colour.

Task Three – Abstract Landscapes
You will now create your own landscape painting in the style of Van Gogh. Lightly draw the basic outline 
of the landscape and houses using pencil. Start by adding your lighter lines first, then the medium 
colour lines and finally the darker outlines to frame the roofs, windows and doors. Keep looking at the 
image as you paint to achieve the correct perspective. 

Remember that this is your own interpretation of the artist’s work and style, the colours and lines can 
be your own.
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Creating the basic outline

Vincent van Gogh - ‘Landscape with Houses’ - 1890

Photo courtesy of Vincent van Gogh (@commons.wikipedia.org) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution


