
GCSE: Art and Design
Assessment Objectives



• To differentiate between Assessment Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4.
• To understand how the Assessment Objectives can be approached 

holistically.
• To reflect on your work so far and plan improvements for your exam 

project.

• To develop a deeper understanding of the Assessment Objectives.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



Starter Task
In pairs, discuss and note down what you think the Assessment Objectives are.

Objective Description

AO1 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 

AO2 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting 
with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.

AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses.

AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.



The Assessment Objectives
As part of your portfolio and 
ESA, you are encouraged to 
incorporate the study of art, 
craft and design. It is important 
to gather a wide range of 
techniques and practices. 

This should include the 
following areas:
• Art: drawing, acrylic, 

watercolour, sculpture and 
graphite.

• Craft: woodwork, textiles, 
printmaking and metalwork.

• Design: graphic design, 
fashion design or interior 
design.

During the course, you should cover the 
Objectives in your portfolio and ESA.

Top Tips

• While you can target the Objectives one by 
one, it is more effective when you approach 
them together in a holistic way. This 
allows you to show a body of work that is 
continuously improving. 

• You should focus on the skills and the 
areas you are most confident with and 
then show development and improvement 
from this point.

• For best results, approach the Objectives 
creatively and take inspiration from the 
work of artists – but create your own style.

• The Objectives are marked equally overall, 
but can be marked slightly differently for 
different projects.



A01: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

This is where you carry out 
research and investigations of 
your own that link to the design 
task. Investigations can include 
secondary and primary research, 
visits and interviews.

You can also take inspiration 
from cultures, architecture, music, 
poetry and many other areas.

Satisfactory (Grade 2-3)

Limited relevant research has been carried out.

Annotation and research are simply factual with no 
analytical response.

Good (Grade 4-6)

Research is relevant and has excellent links to the 
question or task.

Annotation about the research carried out shows 
opinion and reasoning.

Excellent (Grade 6-9)

Research is detailed and relevant; there are some 
tests that link to the to the chosen areas of research. 

Journals, diaries and sketched ideas and thoughts 
are evident and show excellent understanding of the 
question.



AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

This area covers all of your 
testing and experimentation, 
including the testing that you 
begin within your research and 
when developing your own style 
of work. 

It is important that you 
annotate your work, showing 
strengths weaknesses and areas 
you plan to develop. To reach 
the higher marks, you must act 
on this annotation and continue 
to improve your work and skills.

Satisfactory (Grade 2-3)

Limited techniques are trailed; the use of different 
media and materials is limited. 

Some links are made to the research in the 
annotation.

Good (Grade 4-6)

Some evidence of testing and trailing with different 
techniques.

There is evidence of clear progression and 
understanding of ways to develop the work further.

Excellent (Grade 6-9)

Trials and tests are extensive and well developed; 
the testing and experiments are all well thought 
about and link explicitly to the research and task.

Development of tests and trials are clear; annotation
supports this through questioning.



AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions as work progresses.

Annotation is the best way to 
boost your exam marks. 

Annotation helps to show your 
understanding of what stages 
you are at, what you plan to do 
and how to develop further. 

Analytical annotation shows a 
journey of your work and an 
excellent understanding of your 
work and the work of others. 

Satisfactory (Grade 2-3)

All aspects of testing, experimentation, progress 
and processes are recorded.

Primary and secondary experiences that influence 
the art work are shown.

Good (Grade 4-6)

Investigations are supported by detailed and 
informed annotation.

Annotation is reflective and supports clear 
development of future tests.

Excellent (Grade 6-9)

A diary or journal of thoughts, sketches, visits and 
reflections is kept and submitted as evidence.

Photographic evidence shows stages of 
experimenting and is explained and annotated 
throughout.



AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that 
realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of 
visual language.

This Objective covers your 
responses to the task or question 
throughout the project. This can 
include the research, testing, 
development and planning 
stages, as well as formative and 
summative evaluations.

This Objective also focuses on 
the overall presentation of work 
in sketchbooks, planning boards 
and the final piece. 

Satisfactory (Grade 2-3)

All stages of the project are linked clearly.

Responses to the task are all obviously linked and 
show a good understanding of the task.

Good (Grade 4-6)

Clear understanding, discussion and execution of 
appropriate exhibition presentation.

A complete body of work that shows development 
and clear improvement.

Excellent (Grade 6-9)

Exhibitions are planned and thought through. This 
is evident in annotation and incorporate the use of 
computer aided work to plan the exhibition.

Critical and analytical discussion of exhibition 
choices.



Self-Assessment
Using the Review Sheet, begin to develop action points to help you hit the 
‘excellent’ range. 

Identify what you are already doing well and where you need to improve.



Plenary: To Do!
Create a review page on the back page of your sketch book. 

Set your goals for next lesson.

Date Done This Lesson To Do Next Lesson To Complete outside 
of Lessons




