
GCSE: Art and Design
Annotation



• To identify key areas for appropriate artist research. 

• To analyse the work of suitable artists. 

• To plan and develop artist research for your chosen artist.

• To identify relevant areas for research.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



Starter Task
Choose what you think is your most successful page in your sketchbook 
and share this with the person next to you. Ask them to create an artist 
review of the page you are most proud of.

Discuss the following areas: 

• What techniques are used? 

• Can you identify the theme?

• What is successful? Why?

• What could be improved? How? 

• How do you feel as a viewer of the piece? 



The Basics

At all stages of your project, 
you must annotate your work –
whether that be the work of 
other artists or your own. 
Annotation will make it clear to 
the examiner that you 
understand what you are being 
assessed on. 

Satisfactory (Grade 2-3)

Annotation is limited and uses basic
language.

Annotation highlights some techniques used 
in the art work. 

Annotation shows some understanding of the 
piece and the studied artists.

Annotation encourages you to assess and 
analyse your own techniques, trials and 
final pieces. Annotation also supports 
your study of other artists and enables 
to draw inspiration from them in order 
to develop your own work.



A Little Extra
After looking at basic aspects of the artwork, 
you should then discuss the future 
intentions as well as where the piece has 
progressed from. What influenced this 
artwork and how will it, in turn, influence 
your development? 

In all aspects of the course, you should 
show the development, improvement and 
progress of your artwork and techniques. 

It is important to annotate where 
improvements have been attempted, so that 
the examiner can clearly see that you 
recognise and understand the need to 
develop your ideas.

Good (Grade 4-6)

There are examples of technical
language in the annotation of 
personal work and the work of 
others. 

It is clear that testing, 
experimentation and artwork 
are relevant and show the 
progression of ideas. 

Annotation discusses how the 
artwork influences the viewer 
and the meaning behind the 
work. 

Progress is evident and this is 
discussed in detail.



The Extra Mile
Annotating work to show understanding of the subject matter is integral 
to gaining crucial marks for Assessment Objective 4. 

An artistic movement is the 
development of a particular style 
of artwork that is markedly 
different to any other style. It is 
followed by a group of artists for 
a specific time period. Pop art is 
a good example.

Excellent (Grade 6-9)

Technical language is accurate and shows 
sophisticated understanding of both process 
and technique.

There is reference to artistic movements and 
cultures. 

Clear understanding and analysis of the 
meaning behind the pieces is shown in the 
annotation. 

Successful aspects are reflected upon and 
appropriate areas for improvement are 
identified. 

A well-structured discussion about each piece, 
with personal opinion, is presented. 



Self-Assessment
Using the Self-Assessment Activity Sheet, begin to develop action points to 
help you hit the ‘excellent’ range. 

Identify what you are already doing well and where you need to improve.



Plenary: To Do!
Continue the review page on the back page of your sketch book. 

Set your goals for next lesson and reflect on what you did last time.

Date Done This Lesson To Do Next Lesson To Complete outside 
of Lessons




