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An Empire of Trade Answers
1. What two things can you infer from the source?

Britain took control of India, Britain traded with India, Britain was more powerful than India, Britain 

and India were friends etc.

2. Use the information in this table to create a graph in the space below. Be sure to give your graph a 
title; ‘A Graph to Show the Imports and Exports in the British Empire 1840-1890.’ Use two colours 
to show imports and exports. Remember to add a key too!

Year Exports (£ million) Imports (£ million)
1740 8.2 6.7
1750 12.7 7.8
1760 14.7 9.8
1770 14.3 12.2
1780 12.5 10.8
1790 18.9 17.4
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3. Answer the following questions using information from your graph as your guide:

a.  What does the graph tell us about the growth in trade from 1840-1890?

The graph shows us that imports increased from £6.7m in 1740 to £17.4m in 1790.

This means that imports increased by £10.7m.

The graph shows us that exports increased from £8.2m in 1740 to £18.9m in 1790.

This means that exports increased by £10.7m.

b.  Why was trading important for the growth of the Industrial Revolution?

It was important because trade increased the amount of raw materials in Britain.

This meant that Britain could produce more products.

Also, Britain could sell finished products to countries like Canada and India. 

This meant that Britain made more money.

c.  Why is there a dip in imports and exports in 1780?

The dip in 1780 is due to the USA leaving the British Empire. 

This meant that Britain made less money from cotton and tobacco.

Word Bank:

tobacco the USA Britain Cotton

Canada products money India
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